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1.  Begin  \-our  Ephrata  Cioister  experience  at  the  Visitor  Center,  where 
\ou  can  pre\ie\v  the  introductoiy  exhibit  and  \ideo.  purchase  admission 
tickets,  and  learn  about  special  e\-ents.  In  this  modern  building  ) ou'll  hnd 
restrooms,  a water  fountain,  and  information  about  \isiting  the  historic 
Lancaster  County  countryside. 

2.  Conrad  Beissel’s  House*  may  be  among  se\  eral 
of  the  oii^ginal  buildings  sur\i\ing  at  the  site.  Between  his 
arric’al  here  in  1732  and  his  death  in  1768.  Beissel  mo\'ed 
about  six  times.  In  the  late  1 74Us.  the  Brotherhood  built 
a residence  for  him  located  between  Bethania  Brothers' 

1 louse)  and  Saron  (Sisters'  blouse),  w here  he  could  stucK 
and  write  in  prix  ate,  conduct  gatherings,  and  welcome 
guests. 

3.  Saron  (Sisters’  House)*  was  constructed  in  1743  for  Householder 
couples  who  left  their  dwellings  to  li\'e  as  celibate  Brothers  and  Sisters. 

It  was  a brief  experiment,  and  after  the  husbands  and  wi\-es  returned  to 
their  farmsteads,  the  building  was  remodeled  to  accommodate  the  Sister- 
hood. Each  of  the  building's  three  main  lloors  contains  a kitchen,  a room 
for  eating,  two  common  workrooms,  and  about  tw  eh'e  sleeping  chambers, 
one  for  each  Sister.  For  nearh'  fifteen  \ ears.  Mother  Maria  Eicher  directed 
the  Sisters'  daih'  duties  and  maintained  their  independence  from  the 
Brotherhood,  .\fter  the  death  of  the  last  Sister  in  1813,  the  building  was 
cli\  ided  into  apartments  and  rented  to  church  members. 

4.  The  Saal  (Meeting- 
house)* is  a Fachwerk,  or 
half-timbered  building, 
constructed  in  1741  as  a 
worship  hall  for  House- 
holders. After  the  Sister- 
hood mo\  ed  into  the  adjoining  building,  they  took  o\er  this  Meetinghouse. 
1 lere.  Sisters  worshiped  each  midnight  while  the  Brothers  gathered  in 
their  own  Saal.  4’he  entire  congregation  used  the  Meetinghouse  on  Mount 
Zion  for  Saturckw  worship.  Ehe  sen  iccs  in  each  of  the  Meetinghouses 
included  scripture  readings,  lessons,  and  music.  Special  fellowship  gather- 
ings, called  Eox'c  Feasts,  celebrated  the  coming  of  Clhrist  w ith  the  ceremo- 
nial washing  of  feet,  a meal,  and  the  Eucharist  with  bread  and  wine.  As 
the  Solitary  population  declined  in  the  1770s,  the  Householders  took  a 
more  acti\'e  part  in  daih’  work.  The\'  probably  added  the  stone  kitchen  to 
the  rear  of  the  building  as  a place  to  prepare  their  Lo\  e Feast  meals. 

5.  A Weaver’s  House*  contained  work  for  all 
members  of  the  Ephrata  community.  Flax,  the 
source  t)f  linen,  was  planted  by  the  Brothers,  and 
cyeryone  helped  to  han'est  and  clean  the  fiber. 

Both  Brothers  and  Sisters  spun  linen  thread  while 
the  wea\ing  of  cloth  was  a male  occupation. 

Seamstresses  and  tailors  among  the  community 
served  the  white  monastic  robes. 


6.  The  Academy*  was  opened  by  the  Household- 
ers in  1837  as  a private  school  for  their  children  and 
those  of  the  area.  The  tradition  of  teaching  school 
at  Ephrata  dates  to  the  mid-eighteenth-centun'  when 
Brother  Obed  (Ludwid  Hockeiv  conducted  lessons  for 
neighborhood  children.  Most  of  the  teaching  focused 
on  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  In  the  early  1840s, 
the  enterprising  teacher  Joseph  Wiggins  also  offered  chemistn;  measuring, 
sun  eving,  and  astronomv'.  By  the  mid-nineteenth-century,  the  building  had 
become  a public  school  and  seiA'ed  several  generations  of  students  until  it 
closed  in  1926. 


7.  God’s  Acre*  is  the  burial  ground  for  Conrad  Beissel,  the  Solitary,  and 
Householders,  although  not  even-  grave  retains  its  marker.  The  earliest 
marked  grave  is  1767  and  the  last  burial  took  place  here  in  1961,  after 
which  the  grav’ev’ard  was  no  longer  used.  The  surrounding  stone  wall  is  a 
1950s  reconstruction  of  the  original. 

8.  The  Bakery*  was  likely  a busy  place  when  in 
operation.  In  eighteenth-century  Ephrata,  each 
individual  consumed  abotit  a pound  of  bread  daily. 

Loaves  of  bread  each  weighed  about  four  pounds. 

,\fter  mixing  the  ingredients  in  large  wooden  bo.xes, 
the  dough  was  left  to  rise  for  several  hours,  then 
divided  into  loaves,  and  set  to  rise  in  rye  straw  baskets.  Meanwhile,  a fire 
burned  inside  the  dome-shajred  oven,  heating  the  brick.  \Vhen  the  oven 
temperature  was  correct,  the  coal  and  ash  from  the  fire  were  scraped  out, 
and  the  bread  placed  inside  using  long-handled  peels.  Brother  x\mos  Jan 
Mavie)  sen'ed  as  the  community's  baker  for  many  years,  and  visitors  re- 
ported that  he  made  a delicious  bread. 

Above  the  bakery  is  an  area  that  served  several  purposes  during 
the  eighteenth-centurv'.  It  may  have  been  a work  space  or  even  a storage 
area.  It  could  have  also  been  a place  to  distribute  food  or  clothing  to  in- 
dividuals in  need,  .\mong  those  cared  for  by  the  community  were  several 
widows,  such  as  Cinitiana  Holm,  who  moved  into  the  community  after 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Other  non-celibate  residents  of  the  site  includ- 
ed poor  individuals,  and  for  brief  periods,  newly-arrived  Householders 
who  had  not  yet  established  their  own  homes.  By  the  late  1790s,  this  area 
may  have  been  used  as  a residence  by  the  fev\'  remaining  Solitary. 

9.  The  Saron  Bake  Oven*  was  constructed  in  the  early  1820s,  likely 
to  sen-e  the  needs  of  the  few  residents  renting  space  in  Saron  during  the 
later  years  of  the  communitv'. 

10.  The  Physician’s  House*  probably  contained  a cupboard  holding 
a few  books  and  homemade  herbal  remedies,  along  with  a bed  for  the 
sick.  Brother  Gideon  (Ghiistian  Eckstein!  and  later  Samuel  Eckerlin  both 
called  themselves  “practitioners  in  physic,”  or  doctors.  Their  training  was 
minimal,  and  their  cures  may  or  may  not  have  helped  those  in  distress. 
Eighteenth-century  visitors  to  the  community  observed  that  the  mem- 
bers were  thin  and  pale,  but  seemed  healthy.  Eike  most  early  settlers  in 
America.  Gloister  residents  had  poor  sanitation  and  did  not  bathe  often. 
Manv  more  necessaries  or  outhouses  would  have  stood  throughout  the 
communitv. 

11.  The  Small  Bake  House* 

undoubtedly  served  as  a place 
for  seasonal  chores  such  as 
candle-making,  soap-making, 
besides  the  regular  routine  of 
laundry. 

12.  Two  eighteenth-century  structures*  were  discovered  by  archae- 
ologists working  at  this  site  between  1994  and  1998.  The  largest  was  built 
of  posts  placed  in  the  ground  while  a stone  foundation  sunived  for  the 
small  structure.  There  are  several  possible  interpretations  for  these  previ- 
ously unknown  structures,  including  the  suggestion  that  these  may  have 
been  the  location  of  Kedar,  the  first  dormitory  built  at  Ephrata  in  1735, 
and  the  Braver  House  that  was  attached  to  Kedar  from  1737  until  1741. 

13.  Bethania  (Brothers’  House)*  was  built  in  1 746  and  stood  until 
1908.  The  impressive  four-stor\-  building  had  kitchens,  eating  areas,  work 
rooms,  and  sleeping  chambers  much  like  the  Saron  (Sisters’  House).  .Ar- 
chaeological evidence  also  suggests  that  the  Brotherhood  printing  opera- 
tion was  carried  on  inside  Bethania.  .Alter  finishing  its  construction,  the 
Brotherhood  found  they  had  gathered  enough  materials  to  construct  an 
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adjoinino-  Saal  Meetinghouse),  which  was  deniolished  about  185.).  The 
li'ont  door  oi  this  Saal  faced  the  Ciocalico  Cireek.  A small  structure.  ])er- 
haps  a workshop,  stood  between  the  Saal  and  the  creek. 

14.  The  Printing  Office*  of  the  Brotherhood 
was  hrst  established  in  a building  on  .Mount  Zion, 
then  moved  to  Bethania  (Brothers'  House:  next 
door  btit  may  ha\'e  looked  similar  to  the  exhibit  in 
this  building.  The  west  end  of  this  structure  was 
btiih  sometime  in  the  eighteenth-centuiy  .\n  addition  to  the  east  about 
181(X  offered  member  .Vble  ^Vitwer  more  s])ace  and  light  to  operate  a 
clockmaking  shop. 

15.  The  Cocalico  Creek  and  the  Spring*  olfered  a constant  source  of 
cool,  fresh  water,  attracting  animals  and  people  alike.  number  of  .\ati\  e 
.\merican  tools  fotmd  at  Ejrhrata  stiggest  this  land  was  a jtrime  hunting 
Sjtot  for  the  first  human  inhabitants  of  the  region.  When  Conrad  Beissel 
arri\’ed  in  1732,  he  chose  to  li\e  near  the  sitting.  .\nna  and  .Maria  Eicher, 
the  first  Sisters,  lE'ccl  in  a small  house  across  the  creek  on  land  later  owned 
b\'  their  father.  Householder  Daniel  Eicher.  New  members  were  recei\'ed 


called  Kedar  lor  a war  until  a new  Brolhci ' 1 f ai'c  w.o  utuli  in  'u- 
creek.  1 he  buildings  on  .Mount  Zion  then  seivetl  ,i'  .i  leluci-  t-a  us  ,.  • ,i 
and  widows,  and  a .Meetinghouse  loi  the  entire  E|)hiata  ( > iima.i.'i;: .. 

In  1 /t)  l.  a group  ol  dissentinu  Brothers  who  had  left  Ephi-i’-i  'W'  tit , 
N'cars  earliei  retitrned  and  totjk  up  resideiu  e in  some  ol  the  buildinc-  ■ .u 
.Mount  Zion,  leading  to  tensions  within  the  t otnmutiitv  dtiiiir..;  me  l.ai.  : 
Itiirt  of  the  tighteenth-( cntuiA.  During  the  Re\()lution;ir\  Wat.  -oiik  ol 
the  .Mount  Zit.m  bttilditigs  setved  <is  a hospitttl  lor  .\meii(  ,m  ojldiei 

20.  The  Workshop  once  stood  sewral  miles  awa\  and  was  mo\ed  to 
the  historic  site  in  the  eaiiv  I'HUs.  Its  art  hiiet  ture  is  similar  to  othei 
buildings  construt  ted  1)\  the  IVniiscKania  ( jermaiis  in  the  region.  1 he 
bitilding  hoitses  the  exhiliit  i leii  s to  a Eegac\':  the  .M.irried  ( .ongreg.i- 
tion  at  Ephrata." 

21.  The  Stable  is  a reconstritction  of  the  original  builrling  w hich  out c 
stood  on  this  site,  l ax  records  from  the  mid-eighteenth-centur\'  indic  ate 
the  cotnmutiity  owned  one  or  two  horses  and  a few  cattle,  .\grictthure 
was  an  important  ;icti\  ity  of  the  Brotherhood,  who  grew  much  of  the 
community's  food  supply. 


into  the  community  with  the  right  of  baptism,  performed  in  the  creek. 
.About  a mile  downstream  the  Brothers  operated  a water-powered  saw- 
mill, grain  mill,  paper  mill,  fulling  mill,  and  oil  mill.  They  eventually  built 
a second  paper  mill  about  50U  yards  upstream  from  this  spot. 

16.  The  Carpenter’s  House*  is  upical  of  the  earli- 
est homes  in  Ephrata.  Conrad  Beissel  originally  sought 
to  lead  the  life  of  a hermit  in  a cabin  similar  to  this 
one.  E\  en  after  the  large  dormitories  were  constructed 
for  the  Brothers  and  Sisters,  some  Solitary  members 
chose  to  li\  e by  themseh  es  or  in  smaller  groups  outside  the  commtmal 
houses.  Members  of  the  Brotherhood,  stich  as  Brother  Sealthiel  Sigmund 
Eanderti  and  Brother  Kenan  Jacob  Funk),  were  skilled  carpenters  who  not 
only  built  structures  but  also  made  furnittire  for  the  communin' 's  use. 

17.  The  Amphitheater,  constructed  in  the  1970s,  is  used  today  for  spe- 
cial programs. 

18.  The  Maintenance  Barn,  constructed  in  the  196Us,  pro\'ides  work- 
space for  the  site  staff.  :Xot  open  to  the  public.) 


22.  Shady  Nook  Farm*  was  located  in  the  sun  i\  ing  hi'toric  area  of 
the  Ephrata  Cloister  and  was  home  to  some  ol  the  last  members  ol  the 
Cerman  Se\enth-Day  Baptist  ('hurch  at  Ephrata.  The  farmhouse  stood 
next  to  the  jiresent  \’isitor  Center.  The  barn,  which  once  housed  ani- 
mals and  equipment,  is  now  The  Museum  Store  at  Ephrata  ( doisu-r. 
where  nou'II  find  a selei  tion  oi  books,  postcards,  hand-crafted  gifts,  and 
items  reflecting  the  heritage  of  Ephrata  Cloister  and  the  area. 

23.  Mount  Zion  Cemetery*,  containing  the  gra\es  of  se\'eral  early 
Ephrata  members,  is  reached  bv  a path  at  the  end  of  the  parking  area. 

.\  large  monument  marks  the  traditioniil  location  of  the  mass  grave  of 
Rex'olutionar-t'  War  soldiers  w ho  died  in  the  temporar\  hospital  estab- 
lished at  E])hrata  during  the  winter  of  1 777  1778.  When  the  monument 
was  dedicated  in  191)2.  legend  said  that  htmdreds  of  soldiers  died  at  the 
Cloister.  Official  records,  howewer.  account  for  about  sixt\-  men  who  did 
not  stimve  the  w inter.  The  land  beyond  the  rail  fence,  adjacent  to  the 
cemeten;  was  called  Etiiniew  Farm  in  the  late  188ns.  The  farmhouse, 
home  of  some  of  the  last  members  of  the  Cerman  Se\'enth-Da\  Baptist 
Church  at  Ephrata.  stood  just  beyond  the  fence. 


19.  The  Mount  Zion  Buildings* 

were  constructed  by  the  Brotherhood 
between  1738  and  1745  and  included 
both  a dormitory  and  a Saal 
iMeetinghotisei.  The  Brothers 
lix'ed  here  only  until  1745,  when 
they  mo\  ed  back 
to  the  building 
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